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16 May 1864

Holland, Michigan

Elder Labots was elected chairman of the consistory meeting of the First Reformed Church in the
absence of the pastor, Rev. Albertus C. Van Raalte. The discussion of a major problem among
some church members consumed most of the meeting. The membership of Johanna Marie [Van
Raalte] Oggel was received from Pella, Iowa. The transfer was dated 7 December 1863.
In Dutch; translation by Rev. William and Althea Buursma, 2000.
Original in the records of the Pillar Christian Reformed Church at the Joint Archives of Holland,
vol. II, pp. 209-210.
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The majority approved of this recommendation, but there were some who judged it to be
inappropriate. The committee will inform the parties involved.
ARTICLE 6 — A decision made at the previouspieeting to return the monies in the
amount of $100.00, consisting of two notes, frdm Jacob Reidsema, based on the fact that
the monies belonged to his debtors, was rejgdted. It was decided to keep the money until
there was further clarification and then to deal with it, according to circumstances.
ARTICLE 7— Brother Keppel report, hat Hubert Bottenburg, in cooperation with Mr.
Birmekant, will remain for a year ayBinnekant for $1.25 per week, plus room and board.
ARTICLE 8— The printed serm/ons of Rev. Pieters that are still unsold led to a decision
that the brothers are to do their/best to distribute them, with or without remuneration.
ARTICLE 9 — Because of the needs in the fund of the deacons, it was decided to request
additional contributions.
ARTICLE 10 — It was decided to ask Rev. Stobbelaar to preach here next Sunday.
ARTICLE 11 — It waV decided to meet again fourteen days from now.
The meeting was cloi ed with prayer by Brother Keppel.
G. Wakker, clerk
Consistory Meeting of May 16, 1864
Absent: Brothers Vork and Kieft.
ARTCLE 1 — The meeting was opened with prayer by Brother Oonk.
ARTICLE 2 — Brother Labots was chosen as chairman.
ARTICLE 3 — Present at the meeting were W. ter Haar, de Weerd and wife, A. Elferding,
and the widow van Duren. Plaggeman and M. Boone; all concerned about the matter
reported in Article 5 of the previous meetings of April 8 and May 4. After hearing from
these people, one at a time, it became apparent that they were united in accusations
against van Duren. They claim that they should have received the monies involved, at
least twice before, and that they had so indicated. The widow van Duren indicates that
she is prepared under oath to state that the situation is not as described, and believes it is
based on a misunderstanding or wrong expressions. In answer to all of the abovementioned witnesses, and the documents, she insists that she once had the money but not
for the second time, and she desired
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to end the matter. The consistory, reflecting on this matter of the missing $5.00, believes
that this is not the heart of the matter. No one is being accused, and the whole situation
of the missing $5.00 is a family problem, occurring in connection with the inheritance.
Relationships in this family are far from ideal. This is true in the past as well as now.
The current accusation exists because W. ter Haar and Elferding had said that they had
received the money from Mrs. van Duren, something which she strongly denied. The
consistory agreed, after much discussion, at the suggestion of the clerk, that in this case
no decision should be made but left to God. In his own time, God will bring this about.
The family was admonished to forgive and to live in peace. The clerk was assigned to do
this on behalf of the consistory and pointed all to the unlimited forgiveness that Christ
has provided for us. This calls us also, when we feel unjustly dealt with, to forgive and to
strive for peace and friendship. After the chairman had led in prayer, and asked God to
grant to this family peace, these friends left the meeting.
ARTICLE 4 — A membership statement was received for Johanna Marie Oggel, nee van
Raalte, from Pella, dated December 7, 1863.
ARTICLE 5 — Present at the meeting were two elders, Neerken and Heneveld, from the
congregation at Graafschaap. They request assistance for building a parsonage for the
pastor who has been called. It was decided to take this request into consideration and to
report to the brothers later.
ARTICLE 6 - The minutes were read and approved.
ARTICLE 7 — The meeting was closed with prayer by Brother te Roller.

G. Wakker, clerk

